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the great languages of literature, nor will the really valuable works published in that language be appreciated until they are printed in the Roman character.
The Congress was opened in due state in the great Hall of the University. An anthem was sung by the long-haired choristers of the Imperial Chapel; the President delivered a brief and very suitable address in French, which was responded to b? the French delegate, M. Schefer, and the Secretary, Osten-Sacken, then read, in the same language, an account of the proceedings of the Committee of organization, and the arrangements which had been made for the Congress, and the names of the President and Vice-Presidents of sections were read out, and received the unanimous confirmation of the members assembled in conclave. In Russia every thing is conducted with due order, and if little scope is left to private will, at least the controlling authorities know what they are about, and took care, that others should be duly informed of the same, Every little detail was considered beforehand, and members who read a paper, or made a speech, were cautioned to deliver their notes to the Secretary as they left the tribune, in order that the prepia might appear in the Bulletin of the following morning; if they failed to do so, nothing was recorded but the name of the communication in the briefest fashion Thus, every one was interested in assisting the secretaries, who ably discharged this part of their duty with the assistance of short hand writers, who were always, present,
A g?eat many papers were read, and a great deal was said> whiqh it is unnecessary to notice* Even to this day no official r-eport has been published, and we have no record of the transactions of the Congress beyond the contents of these daily bulletin^ We propose to run lightly over the proceedings of each day, noticing in detail subjects of novelty and interest. The section, of Central Asia was the first that came before the Congress,
M. Oppert drew attention to one of the great discoveries of the age, viz.} the existence of a population in Media, and Mesopotamia, and Susiana, which was neither Semitic, nor Aryan, but anterior to both, and which had left imperishable records of themselves in the languages called Median, Susian, and Accadian, and were the inventors of that form of writing called the Cuneiform, eubsequently appropriated by the-Semitic Assyrians, and the Aryan Persians* He illustrated his arguments by translations and discoursed at considerable length.
The next subject was that of ethnology, and included the his* tory of the people known as the Mongols. Mr. Howorth, an Englishman, and Professor Vassilieff, a Russian Chinese scholar, stated their views,